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4th Ch. 2d ErisrTE of Sr. PAUL to TIM. 2d, 3d, and 4th Verſes, 


PREACH THE WORD ; BE INSTANT IN SEASON, OUT or SEASON ; 
REPROVE, REBUKE, EXHORT WITH ALL LONG-SUFFERING, AND 
DOCTRINE. FOR THE TIME WILL COME, WHEN THEY WILL NOT 
ENDURE SOUND DOCTRINE: BUT AFTER THEIR OWN LUSTS 
SHALL THEY HEAP TO THEMSELVES TEACHERS, HAVING ITCH=- 
ING EARS; AND THEY SHALL TURN AWAY THEIR EARS FROM 
THE TRUTH, AND SHALL BE TURNED UNTO FABLES. 


HE latter part of this paſſage has an alluſion, which 

is well known to all to whom this Diſcourſe is ad” 

dreſſed. The firſt part of it 1s directed to the in- 
formation of St. Paul's fellow-labourer in the paſtoral office, but 
not taken by me as the ground-work upon which I ſhould at- 
tempt to build any exhortation, any ſyſtem of precepts, for this 
reſpectable audience. It would ill become me, who am fo 
much inferior both in experience, conduct, and abilities, to thoſe 
who hear me, to enter upon an undertaking ſo important, and 
ſo difficult, as that of chalking out the line of clerical duty, and 
determining with preciſion the limits of our political and our 
ſpiritual characters. — Such a raſhneſs would naturally expoſe 
me to the imputation which was incurred by him, who, in an 
ancient author, is ſaid, without having ever ſcen a camp, to 
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( 2 ) 
have expatiated on the art of war in the preſence of the moſt 
eminent General in the age. But his preſumption met with its 
proper reward : for the General, being aſked what he thought of 
the performance which he had juſt heard, is ſaid to have anſwered 
in theſe emphatical terms: * Multos ſe deliros ſenes Jaye vidiſſe, 
ce ſed qui magis quam Phormio qui deliraret vidiſſe neminem. — But I 
ſhall, with a ſeaſonable caution, avoid this unhappy diſplay of 
forward ſkill; and, admoniſhed by the fate which attended his 
arrogance, not ſo much ſeize an occaſion from the former part of 
my text, of informing you what our lives and doctrines ought to 
be; not ſo much enlarge on the explanation or illuſtration of the 
« Word,” as the apoſtle calls it; nor endeayour to elucidate 
the force of the terms, * in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon ;” nor point 
out the opportunities of reproof and ſpiritual exhortation ; how 
both theſe are to be performed conſiſtently with long-ſuffering 
and doctrine ; but rather gladly apply the Apoſtle's words to the 
defence and commendation of thoſe who have diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves in theſe ſeveral duties of the miniſtry,—And it is well for the 
cauſe of chriſtianity, that we have had thoſe who could and were 
inclined to diſtinguiſh themſelves in the diſcharge of thoſe du- 
ties; that we have had men, whoſe religious principles have been 
unſhaken by the force and impetuoſity of popular plauſible argu- 
mentation ; whoſe good ſenſe has been proof againſt the ſubtle-, 
ties of ſophiſticated irreligion ; whoſe genuine knowledge and 
literature, and accurate digeſted peruſal of the ſcriptures, have 
enabled them to explode the haſty concluſions deduced from miſ- 
quoted or perverted paſſages of the ſacred volume ; who have 
defeated the fand attempts of the pretended philoſophy and 
refined wiſdom, or rather fooliſhneſs, of modern infidelity/; who 
keeping in view the ultimate deſign of their high calling, have 
ſpared neither exhortation, precept, or cenſures; wha have 


reclaimed 
Cickxo, Lib. 2d. De Oratore. 
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3 AS oe 
reclaimed the miſguided, won the refractory, and by adding long 
ſuffering, and the mild gentle efforts of patient reaſoning, to the 
exertion of their delegated authority, have perfected the work of 
ſalvation. It is well for us that the church is adorned with the 
names of theſe unſubdued champions; for, as St. Paul predicted, 
that a time would come, ſo it has arrived, and has been peculiarly 
compleated in theſe later ages, when they will not endure “ found 


doctrine, but after their own luſts have heaped to themſelves 


teachers, having itching ears, and have turned away their ears from 
the truth, and have turned unto fables !''—What a motley mul- 
titude of diſputants and cavillers have been combated by the great 
aſſerters of the chriſtian cauſe ! what a Proteus has Irreligion 
been! It has aſſumed every diſguiſe of ſhape, complexion, and 
dreſs ! If a tranſient retroſpect was allowed me, we might per- 
ceive not only how various, but how inconſiſtent and repugnant 
with itſelf is the art of war practiſed by the tribe of infidels !— 
One of the firſt who ſtept forth in the cauſe of infidelity, as its 
ſecond founder and great protector, was perhaps the wiſeſt in 
his ſyſtem ! He did not attempt to deſtroy and annihilate the 
ſtructure of faith, by the ſlow proceſs of gradually removing 
the component parts from its height to its baſis, but with the 
moſt determined ſpirit would have ſapped the foundation, and 
having effected that, would have avoided the trouble of pulling 
down the reſt. Every tool, every art of atheiſm was applied 
to the execution of this difficult work ! but the unfucceſsful work- 
man, after the baffled labours of a long life, ſaw, in his expiring 
moments, the being of a God, ſtill ſtanding on its broad baſis, 
and rearing its head to the heavens ! 

One of the next champions changed the mode of proceeding, 
had recourſe to a conduct totally unlike his predeceſſors! He 
diſcarded their principles ; not that he ſubmitted to the precepts 
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of ſound. doftrine: He too had, itching ears, and turned unto. 
fable : : He permitted, the foundation of our faith to remain un- 


attacked, but by the admirable kill of philoſophy, he would 
have raiſed on that foundation a new and different ſuperſtructure, 
having firſt demoliſhed the old! He was deſirous of ſubyerting 
the faith and building his notions under the ſplendid title of free- 


thinking, or rather no-thinking, on the ground of natural reli- 


gion, or the exiſtence of, a God! He too, after many fruitleſs 
endeavours, ſeems to have, received the conviction of experience, 
that the edifice was fo well adapted, ſo firmly fixt, ſo united as it 
were to the foundation, that they mult both ſtand or be ſubverted 
together. There now advances to our view a bold adventurer in 
the liſts of ſcepticiſm, who perſiſted indeed in the deiſtical no- 
tions of his brother infidels immediately preceding him, but hav- 
ing perceived how imperfect, inchoate, and ineffectual was any kind 
of force employed againſt the impregnable fortifications of the 
Faith, entered upon the eaſier and more expeditious but  myſte- 
rious powers of © Enchantment,” if I may be granted the ule of this 
word in a diſcourſe of this kind: ſuddenly all chriſtian inſtitution 
vaniſhed, every trace of the faith diſappeared, and by a ſurpriz- 
ing operation of necromancy, the whole building was ſcattered 
and diſperſed into the air, and ſhewn to be viſionary and fabulous : 
but what was the proceſs? No other than the uſe of arguments, 
to prove that the date of our faith ought to be extended, and that 
it was coeval with the creation !—Beſides, their fellow-unbelievers 
have received ſome acceſſion of ſtrength, from the engaging de- 
nomination they give their books: this plot, though of no deep 
contrivance, produces very great effects, and may be called, for 
diſtinction ſake, the art of title-paging.— Thus the very being of 
a Chriſtian ſociety has been artfully ſtruck at, by aſſerting the 
«Rights of the Chriſtian Church,” and a volley of ſarcaſtical elo- 
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5 
quence has been diſcharged at the inſtitutions and ordinances of 
religion, under **a defence of primitive chriſtianity.” The appli- 
cation of prophecies to the Meſſiah has been plauſibly denied by 
the © literal ſcheme of prophecy ;” the reality of our Savior's mi- 
racles allegorized away by diſcourſes upon them, and © a view” of 
the preſent controverſy between infidels and Apoſtates! This ſof- 


tening ambiguity has this peculiar advantage attending it, that it 


ſufficiently explains the meaning of the author to others, and yer, 
when he 1s too cloſely preſſed, leaves ſome room for it to be de- 
cently explained away by himſelf, —All theſe unbelievers have been 
encountered by thoſe who preached the * word,” —who were in- 


ſtant in ſeaſan and out of ſcaion; who not only performed the duties 


of their function in exhorting and reproving them, but, like their 
great example, 7 freely condeſcended to ſpeak “as men;“ that 1s, 
engaged theſe heroes on their own ground; and, as Hntellus to take 
no advantage of his antagoniſt, ſaid, © Erycrs 1147 lerga remilto, 
they waved the divine authority of their tenets, and defeated their 
adverſaries even in the deductions of philoſophical reaſoning ! This 
proceeding was neceſſary, for all had ſet out with the pompous 
declaration, that the only motive which engaged them to trouble 
the world, was a diſintereſted love of reaſon and liberty. But in 
the preſent time, perhaps the moſt dangerous mode of attack; has 
been concerted againſt the intereſt and profeſſion of our holy 
religion, and by giving a diladvantageous unfavourable account 
of the times ſubſequent to, and the Chriſtians immediately ſuc- 
ceeding the apoſtolic ages, has, in the opinion of many, and per- 
haps of moſt of his readers, levelled an indirect blow at the primi- 


tive teachers, if not the great founder of the faith. This is a ſpecies 


of hoſtility, which I may be permitted to call hiſtorical infinua- 
| C MET: | tion! 
St. Paul. Virgil, sth Eu, 


( 6 ) 
tion! He certainly has forſaken the paths of ſound doctrine, and 
turned unto fable, properly fo called, if Polytheiſm be that. 

Let any attentive perſon peruſe this part of the Roman hiſtorian's 
works. Let him take an eſtimate of the praiſes beſtowed on 
polytheiſm, and the deſcriptions in which our religion is exhibited, 
and the expreſſions in which theſe deſcriptions are couched ; al- 
lowing thoſe deſcriptions exiſt in the authors from whom he 
quotes them, and let their expreſſions be as ſtrong as his, ſuch 
an eſtimate. would leave a conſiderable balance to the ſentiments 
of the reader in favour of paganiſm. Such a deſign as this, I 
ſhould apprehend, is the moſt formidable that can be framed 
againſt the faith: It is not a deſign or ſyſtem of controverſy and 
cavil, ſtarted by conjecture, and founded in hypotheſis; it is 
pretended to be formed on the genuine relations, and undeniable 
record of facts; an enumeration of theſe facts ſo diſadvantageous 
to our cauſe, is what he politely calls the diſagreeable taſk of an 
hiſtorian. But let us ſuppoſe the domeſtic caſe of an Engliſh 
writer, who was tacitly an enemy to the conſtitution of his coun- 
try. He cunningly avoids the beaten methods of declaiming 
againlt it; he rather prefers conveying his ſentiments in the lurk- 
ing intimations of concealed enmity—which, as it acts impercep- 
nibly, acts more efficaciouſly. He proceeds circumſpectly enough. 
—His circumſtances are fetched from the narrative of hiſtory—ſo 
far he adheres to veracity but we ſhould find that he borrows 
from his authorities thoſe paſſages and articles only which favour 
his own tenet, and ſuppreſſes or aſcribes to injudicious zeal thoſe 
which oppoſe it: He invariably recounts the conſiderably bene- 
ficial conſequences which have flowed from his fayourite govern- 
ment, and the many prejudicial effects of that to which he is an 
enemy. The ſuſpicious reader runs through the whole, miſtaking 
for hiſtory what is only party, till upon his after- reflection he 

_. diſcovers 


1 

diſcovers the deluſive artifice of his author, and by examination 
detects him, in a conduct which at firſt is kept out of ſight by the 
myſtery of quotation; the whole dexterity of which conſiſts in 
confounding the arrangement, mangling the conteſt of his autho- 
rities, who being purſued into an enemy's territories, ſpeak a 
violent diſtorted language, and, like captives in the hands of pi- 
rates, are neceſſitated -to bear arms againſt their own country- 
men! They thus would corrupt the principles of the living, by 
injuriouſly miſrepreſenting the ſentiments of the dead. This ap- 
pears to be the purpoſe adopted by him, in whoſe ſtile: his coun- 
trymen have admired a talent, nearly chymical, of giving our lan- 
guage theſe powers, and that ſpirit, which were almoſt unknown to 
it before; whoſe remarks in the pagan part of his hiſtory, would 
have been, I might ſay, and ought to have been eſteemed invaluable; 
but whoſe way of thinking mult be arraigned by every ſerious chriſ- 
tian, whether in ſeaſon or out of ſeaſon!!! And we ſhould have a 
thankful ſenſe of the labours of theſe, who at this time have at- 
tempted, whether ſucceſsfully or unſucceſsfully, to reſiſt the po- 
pularity, and retard and check the influence of this hiſtorical 
libel againſt chriſtianity : Theſe preachers of the word, who with 
the moſt laudable zeal, and the efforts of the ſincereſt faith, have 
reſolutely entered the liſt with this doughty antagoniſt, who 
ſtands ſo ſtrongly entrenched behind the fences of great acknow- 
ledged abilities, and profound literature ! 

It cannot fall within the compaſs of a diſcourſe like this, to 
take an ample and ſatisfactory review of the whole controverſy, 
nor would it become me, after more eminent men, to take up the 
conteſt, either as meaning to improve any advantage which they 
have gained, or correct any error into which they may have fallen 
For enlarging at all on any part of the ſubject, I ſhall apologiſe, 
by mentioning the tie which obliges every one of us to be con- 

cerned 


E 
cerned at leaſt for the cauſe, and not be liable to the imputation 
of looking on with an exceptionable indifference, whilſt our reli- 
gion is ſo daringly though obliquely traduced ! But in order to 
ſteer in che middle courſe, ſo as on the one hand to be clear of 
that imputation, and on the other to eſcape the charge of pre- 
ſumption and plagiariſms, I ſhall leave the ground upon which 
this engagement has yet been maintained, and endeavour to 
weaken as far as I can, the ſtrength of our adverſary, in the work 
which he entitles his Vindication.“ Here I think the injunction of 
St. Paul, to be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, will be of ſer- 


vice to us! We may ſet this againſt the firſt ftriking objection of | 


the author to his opponent. — If, in the incomparably ſolemn 
and ſerious ſubje& of Religion; if, conſiſtently with the ſpirit 
of uniform benevolence, which our religion breathes, a ſmile of 
ſome contempt might be allowed, (which in this work, he ſays, 
he 1s inclined to Jake at one of his antagoniſts ;) there can be no 
better object of it than the firſt circumſtance, which the vindica- 
tion furniſhes !-T mean, he repeatedly and ſtrongly urges the rules 
of modern politeneſs, againſt the language of ſome of his anta- 
goniſts! This ſeems to intimate, that a man, eſpecially of our 
order, who has reaſon to be alarmed, and is, as becomes him, 
earneſtly contending for the faith once delivered to the Saints, 
ſhould be ſo well bred, as in exceſs of civility, to compliment 

away the religion he believes and openly profeſſes; that he ſhould 
be of fo lukewarm a temper, as with the ſame careleſs modera- 
tion to defend the neareſt and higheſt intereſt of his life, as hc 
would defend a various reading, or favourite alteration, in the 
context of ſome unimportant compoſition. Not that the aſperi- 
tas Agreltis, ought to deforra aay controverſial writing, not 
even the ſimple page of ſound ſcriptural doctrine : This is not that 
ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon which the Apoſtle enjoins ; but {till the 
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voice of religion will ever be different from the unmeaning 
ſoftened tone of polite addreſs, as much as the venerable ſeats of 
worſhip are different from the trifling taſteleſſneſs of modern ar- 
chitecture. We ſee a great academical profeſſor extolled by him, 
for what? Not ſo much for advancing the plain truths of undiſ- 
guiſed pure chriſtianity, but for his good breeding. Happy 
times, when the ſame encomiums are beſtowed upon an aflerter ot 
the faith, which might more ſuitably be beſtowed on the com-- 
poſer of a tale or poem. Unfortunately for the cauſe, (for any 
cauſe will ſuffer more by a weak defence, than by the moſt reſo- 
lute attack) one of his oppoſers conducted his reſiſtance too haſti- 
ly, and by not digeſting his plan, by not deliberately concerting 
his meaſures, by not being well provided with materials, ſeems 
in ſome reſpects to have given the hiſtorian great advantages. Ol 
theſe the enemy is very ſenſible; on this antagoniſt (whoſe ſtudies 
we find he calls unfiniſhed in his 92d page, and whole producti- 
ons are therefore leſs deſerving his notice ;) on him falls the chiet 
weight of his reply. What the policy of this condutt is, every 
impartial judge may determine; but he tells us, that he has no po- 
lemical diſpoſition but that he ſhould lay the advocates for chriſ- 
tianit / under theſe apprehenſions, which he confeſſes to have fore- 
ſeen would be raiſed in the breaſts of thoſe whom in his third 
page he calls the watchmen of the holy city ; that having offered 
ſome reprehenſible, not only controvertible notions; that, having 
done this, he ſhould give out that his temper is not inclined to the 
warm engagements of diſputed opinions, is either owning that his 
notions are undefenſible, or he admits the greateſt of abfurdities; 
that the injured party is to be excluded from the exertion of ſelf- 
defence. Si rixa eft, ubi tu pulſas, ego vapulo tantum. But with 
regard to the apologiſt's ſentiments of the neceſſity or expediency 
of controverſy, we are not entirely to rely on him, for he appears 
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to be ſelſ- contradicted; you have already heard, that he ex- 
pected by his work to give offence to the profeſſors of chriſtia- 
nity; this is the ſame with ſaying, that he was conſcious to him- 
ſelf, that ſome important intereſts of the faith had been inſulted 
by him and depreciated; but is it allowable in a chriſtian coun- 
try, that we ſhould be told, (for he tells us this in his fifth page) 
that the topic of religious truths, when conteſted on the ſtage of 


altercation, is not intereſting to the public? Why not intereſting ? 


Becauſe it neither relates to the buſineſs, nor the amuſement of 
the -preſent age. What an infatuated preſumption ever -ſhews 
itſelf in unbelieving writers ?—That great employment of life, 
that anchor of the ſoul, that hope full of immortality, our holy 
religion, is funk into an inferiority to the corrupt or unimportant 
occupations, to the giddy or trifling amuſements of the times! 
But this impiety is luckily enough ſelf-confuted ; for in page 9, 
with the boldeſt inconſiſtency, he tells us, that the public has ſome 
intereſt in the preſent controverſy, to know, whether his hiſtory 


is authentic; now this writer appears to be rather a commentator: 


on hiſtory than an hiſtorian ; opinion, conſequently, 1s the ſpirit 
and ſubſtance of his compoſition ; hence the author informs us, 


that we are not all concerned in religious opinions, only in criti- 


cal and hiſtorical, and at one time not concerned in the truth of 
his opinions, at another time concerned. 

It is alledged in the 12th page of this work, that he diftin- 
guiſhed the books, the chapters, the ſections, the pages, of the 
authors to which he refers, ſo accurately, as even to deſerve the 
thanks of gratitude ! but in the page immediately ſubſequent, it 
is confeſs'd, that there are ſome looſe and general references! We 
may congratulate the author on this ingenuous conduct of con- 


ng ſome! but whoever will be at the pains to review his quo- 


tagions, will find, that thoſe on which his moſt ſingular ways of 
15 thinking 
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thinking are founded, are the logſeſt and moſt inaccurate. From 
this citcumſtance a concluſion might reaſonably be drawn, not 
very conſiſtent with thoſe rules of politeneſs which he preſcribes 
to us. He again, prudently enough, acquaints us, p. 9gth, that 
he is a lover of truth, and a friend to civil and eccleſiaſtical 
freedom. But here our recollection ſtaggers, and is confounded ; 
lor only tracing back its courſe, it meets, in his 6th page, with 
the genuine and callous indifference of an unbeliever, which is 
there expreſt by a diſregard of the charges of impious principles 
and criminal intentions; which he calls obſolete: What is ob- 
ſolete? I conceive it is that which can be applied to no preſent 
uſe. Impious principles are a charge which may be thought 
very ſuitable to many writers of this age, and in that ſenſe can 
never be called obſolete; If we were to give up the uſe of theſe 
words, I am afraid we ſhould be often at a loſs how to expreſs 
our opinion of principles like thoſe of this Polytheiſtical annaliſt. 
Far ought it to be from me to aſpire to any objections to the li- 
terary character of him whoſe reputation is ſo firmly eſtabliſhed 3 
but if 1I,might be allowed to diſſent from him in any point of 
criticiſm, I ſhould with no great ſcruple aſſert, that a paſſage, 
which he ſays (in page 117th) one of the greateſt of the fathers 
myſt have miſrepreſented in his adverſary, becauſe it is unintel- 
ligible, is not ſo impracticable in conſtruction. The paſſage is in 
the eighth. book of Origines, (as he accurately quotes it).—Cel- 
ſus, his adverſary, had. thrown out as an objection againſt ſome 
Chriſtian author, that he had with the greateſt inſolence boaſted 
of the chance, which the chriſtians poſſeſt, to gain an emperor to- 
their cauſe ;—that then ſucceeding emperors would follow the 
example of their predeceſſor ;—hence,. that the head of the uni- 
verſe, adopting their notions, would effectually diffuſe them 
through every part of it; as if the Chriſtians had been ſaid to 
glory 

£3 


> 


— — — 


— 


( 12 ) 

glory in the thoughts of their religion being propagated more by 
force and influence, than by the rational means of conviction. 
But, ſays Celſus, this, you Chriſtians may boaſt, if you pleaſe ; 
| | for if many ſucceſſive emperors ſhould be of your perſuaſion, yet 
o at laſt ſome emperor will return to his reaſon, (ſuppoſing here 
| Paganiſm to be reaſon) and will exterminate the faith, which 
= thoſe before him had diſſeminated : The anſwer of Origen ſhews' 
5 that he underſtood it in this light, and the words themſelves 
| in the original are ſo obvious, their arrangement is ſo unem- 
barraſs'd, that many might be led to ſuſpe& ſomething worſe than 
inattention in the hiſtorian. —But this is not all; for again, in 
the ſame page, he tells us, that to develop the ſenſe of this paſ- 
ſage he © availed himſelf of the learning of a Spencer.” —But 
this commentator ſeems to have ſeen no difficulty in it, and 
therefore he has paſs'd it over in ſilence. How then can he affirm 
that he has availed himſelf of this cornmentator's learning, ſince 
he has produced no annotation upon it, and the tranſlation of it 
is not his own ?——Well, therefore, as he acknowledges, might 
his efforts be unſucceſsful in — a comment "md explana- 
tion which do not exiſt, 4 rol L (IS 

The nature of this diſcourſe admits no very minutely prolix 
examination of ſeveral other circumitances, which like thoſe al- 
ready mentioned, ſerve to prove that his vindication in a religi- 
ous ſenſe, is not more acceptable to the world than the work vin- 
dicated. I ſhall only mention the finiſhing concluſive ſentence of 
the apologiſt's work; in this he politely gives us to underſtand, 
that he diſmiſſes with pleaſure this odious controverſy ; he deſires 
us to forget his defence, when we are convinced of. his innocence ; 
a maſterly ſtroke ! He intimates in the firſt place, that the diſpute 
is odious, but from whom did it originate ? Who was its invidi- 
eus author? And he may find upon reflection, that he has no 
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more reaſon to exult with ſcif-applauſe in his ſucceſs, than in him- 
ſelf, having been the odious caule of the controverſy. But for the laſt 
circumſtance, I appeal to the real ſentiments of thoſe, who have 
cloſely and methodically examined thoſe exceptionable chapters 
of the Roman Hiſtorian, whether they are not perſuaded they 
ſhall forget the vindication, long before they ſhall diveſt them- 
ſelves of the conviction, which they muſt have had, that his de- 
ſions are at leaſt not favourable to our religion, and conſequently 
not innocent. And can you plead your innocence, you who in 
the chapters which you attempt to defend, have ſaid, that the 
antient philoſophers paid an high regard to the eſtabliſhed notions 
of a religion, which they ſincerely believed not to be true; you 
who mention this with ſeeming approbation, that the Pagans ob- 
jected to chriſtianity, becauſe it ran counter to the received opinions, 
and violated the ſacredneſs of authority. And ſhould not this ob- 
jection hold good, in regard to you, and your brother unbelievers, 
who queſtion a religion of ſo long ſtanding as chriſtianity ? 

Such in part is this new enemy of our faith Ho much does 
it concern vs then to preach the word, to inculcate nothing but © the 
wiſdom which is truly from above!” If he takes ſuch advantages 
of thoſe corruptions and abuſes which crept into the principles and 
practice of ſome firſt chriſtians, what exhortation to others, what 
caution and circumſpect deportment in ourſelves ſhould we apply! 
leſt we give encouragement to thoſe itching ears, who will not bear 
ſound doctrine, but turn unto fable.—Not that it ought to ſur- 
priſe or alarm us, that they whoſe buſineſs it is © to darken the 
counſels of the Lord by words without knowledge, ſhould be al- 
ways ſtarting fooliſh and unlearned queſtions, knowing that they 
do genger ſtrife.” | 

But notwithſtanding all this oppoſition of ſcience, falſely ſo 
called, the marvellous light of the goſpel will, by our united la- 
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bours, well directed to the good of mankind, ſhine with ſo bright 
a luſtre, that, if it be at all hid, it will be hid to them o are 
loſt We, peculiarly of this dioceſe, have all the advantages . 
that can be derived from the conſummate prudence and benevo- 
lence, unbounded. knowledge, elegant but ſound. learning, and 
exemplary piety, of him, who, having gone through ſeveral ſta- 
tions of the church with extraordinary reputation, has paſs'd on to 
that in which he preſides over us; whoſe life, as well as abilities, 
can eaſily put to ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh men. 

And Thou omnipotent Author of all things, whole providence we 
bale adore, whoſe Trinity, thy glorious Effluence, we wor- 
ſhip with a juſt mixture of devout admiration; Thou, who ſealedſt 
thy new covenant with mankind by the ſacrifice of thy Son, who haſt 
often reſcued thy word from error, and made it to emerge from 
the dark abyſs of ſuperſtition; Thou wilt {till forward the zeal of 
thy faithful ſervant, in repelling the attacks and eluding the 
ſnares with which ungodlineſs and infidelity without intermiſſion 
are harraſſing and encompaſſing thy Bleſſed Faith. Theſe perilous 
ſeaſons of unbelief are the great ſchemes of thy over-ruling pro- 
vidence, to prove the native purity and ſtrength of thy revealed 
will; even as ſtorms and tempeſts are ſaid to fulfil thy word: 
Theſe may aſſail thy holy religion, but that amidſt every aſſault 
ſtands as © mount . which may not be moved at any time.“ 
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